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chased this fimiiture at the price wanted by the Prince
of Wales, and made the Nizam pay for it.

There is a miniature model of the proposed building in ]Fumitu
the flower garden attached to the zenana on the grounds,
from which it would appear that instead of the drawing
or reception-room upstairs, a balcony was merely intended,
very much after the fashion of a building in Shums-ool-
Oomrah's baradheree, designed and executed by some
Frenchman. But the alteration into a room has been
quite an improvement, and the boarded floor, which has
been attacked by white ants, is about being replaced by
a flooring to rest upon iron girders, as a more substantial
and less costly substitute than teak beams.

The northern front of the building, which is the en-
trance for European visitors, consists of an open flight
of steps, leading to a portico, paved with alternate squares
of black and white marble, and the pediment is supported
by six composite pillars. Level with the floor of the
portico, on each side of the flight of stone steps, is a
strong wall, on which is recumbent one of those grotesque
figures very frequently mistaken for the Sphynx, but
really half woman, half lion, or anything else one might
please to fancy. In the pediment are the royal arms in
relievo.

The southern, or back view, is more imposing, but it is interior
a departure from the design intended by the miniature
model. A small porch opens upon the offices on the base-
ment floor, where is also the treasury constantly guarded
by a party of native soldiers. But if not proceeding
into the offices, stone stairways open upon each side and
alight the visitor upon the landing-place which leads into
what is called the billiard-room, directly in front, or to
the wings right and left of the building. Otherwise the